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CONFIDENTIAL HELP IS AVAILABLE
TO LAWYERS AND JUDGES
alcohol or drug use, depression or 
other mental health problems 
Call Lawyer Assistance Program 

(888) 408-6222

Follow us on LinkedIn Nominating Committee Seeks Candidates 

for NCBA Board of Directors

   he Nominating Committee is seeking active NCBA 
   Members who want to serve on the Nassau County 
   Bar Association Board of Directors. The deadline for 
applying is Tuesday, January 20, 2026. 
 The NCBA Board of Directors consists of the President, 
President-Elect, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, 24 
elected Directors, as well as the Dean of the Nassau Academy 
of Law, Chair of the New Lawyers Committee, NCBA 
delegates to the NYSBA House of Delegates, and all past 

 Members who wish to be nominated must be a Life, 
Regular, or Sustaining Member of the Association for at least 
three consecutive years, and an active member of a committee 
for at least two consecutive years. The Nominating Committee 
also considers each applicant’s leadership positions in the 
Nassau County Bar Association and other organizations, areas 
of practice, and the diversity of experience and background a 
candidate would bring to the Bar’s governing body.
 Interviews with candidates will begin in February; the 
Committee will nominate eight Directors and one person for 

See A YEAR OF CHANGE FOR ASSIGNED COUNSEL  
DEFENDER PLAN Page 8

BRIDGE-
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AND
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FEBRUARY 1 
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LUNAR 
NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATION 
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FEBRUARY 26 
pg.20

and issue its report at least one month prior to the 2026 Annual 

and Directors will be sworn in at the NCBA Installation on 
Tuesday, June 2, 2026.

Association by becoming a Sustaining Member, purchasing or 
selling event tickets and sponsorships, or soliciting new members 
and corporate sponsorships.
 The Nominating Committee consists of ten Members of the 
Association who previously served on the Board of Directors. 
NCBA Immediate Past President “once removed,” Sanford 
Strenger, is Chair of the Committee and Immediate Past 
President Daniel W. Russo serves as Vice Chair. 
 The 2026 application can be downloaded on the Bar’s 
website at www.nassaubar.org under the For Members 
dropdown menu. Members interested in applying to become 

application, resume, or curriculum vitae no later than January 20 
to Executive Director Elizabeth Post at epost@nassaubar.org or 
mail to NCBA, 15th & West Streets, Mineola, NY 11501.

A Year of Change for Assigned Counsel 

Defender Plan

County Bar Association Assigned Counsel Defender Plan, 
commonly referred to as Nassau 18b. The year began with 
the departure of longtime staff members Marie Pascuzzi and 
Chris Sheppard, and closed with Administrator Robert Nigro 
announcing his retirement, effective January 5, 2026.

Defender Plan provides legal representation and investigative 
and expert services to indigent clients in Nassau County 
criminal and Family Court matters. Today, Nassau 18b has 
a staff of ten to administer 212 private attorneys, a panel of 
more than 150 experts, and 4,789 criminal and family cases 
annually.
 Nigro dev
Counsel Defender Plan. During his tenure, he oversaw the 

New York State; transitioned the program from handwritten 
to digital vouchers; fought tirelessly for an increase in its 
panel attorneys’ hourly compensation; and more profoundly, 
dedicated himself to helping others.
 “Above all, Bob led by example,” Deputy Administrator 
Lindsay Boorman proclaimed at his retirement celebration 
in December. “He was not only a leader, but a teacher as 
well. A man who is patient, kind, discerning, measured, and 
considerate.”

 Over the past two years, Nassau18b has consistently raised 
the bar in its accomplishments. With the implementation of 
the case management system, 18b was able to reduce the time 
it takes for attorneys to get paid from four to six months to two 
to three weeks. The organization launched both a Mentoring 
Program and the Second Chair Program, secured direct 
funding of the retention of mitigation specialists, and funded 
NCBA membership for
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Robert L. Pryor 
is a partner in the 
Syosset law firm 
BFSNG Law Group 
LLP, concentrating 
in bankruptcy, 
reorganization and 
insolvency-related 
litigation. He is 

past Chairman of the NCBA Bankruptcy 
Committee. He can be reached at  
rlp@pryormandelup.com.
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CIVIL LITIGATION

Christopher J. DelliCarpini

Christopher J. DelliCarpini 
is an attorney with Sullivan 
Papain Block McManus 
Coffinas & Cannavo PC in 
Garden City, representing 
personal injury plaintiffs on 
appeal. He is also Dean of 
the Nassau Academy of 
Law. He can be reached at 
cdellicarpini@triallaw1.com.



  ince January 2025, changes 
  in immigration case law and policy 
  have upended the defense of 
foreign national respondents whom 
the U.S. government has placed in 
proceedings to be removed from 
the United States due to unlawful 
presence or criminal activity. 
Precedential decisions have been 
overturned in unanticipated numbers 
(55 before reaching the year’s end) 
and immigration judges face pressure 
to dispense with cases quickly, 

due process. Attorneys defending 
respondents from removal feel the rug 
has been pulled out from under them. 
This article will focus on the major 
changes in case law and the trend to 
pretermit asylum applications without a 
hearing.
 The most common defense against 
removal in immigration court is fear of 
persecution in the respondent’s country 
of origin. Protection is requested from 
the U.S. government by submission of 
the I-589 Application for Asylum and 
Withholding of Removal. Under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, the 
Attorney General may grant asylum to 
individuals who have suffered or fear 
persecution on account of their race, 
religion, nationality, membership in 
a particular social group, or political 
opinion in their home country.1 
 The enumerated ground for asylum 
can be a protected characteristic if it 
is at least one central reason for the 
persecution.2 Harm may qualify as 
persecution if caused by the home 
government or non-governmental 
actors that the government is unable or 
unwilling to control.3 
 By far the most litigated ground for 
asylum which affords the greatest leeway 
for a respondent’s representative to craft 
an argument is persecution in the home 
country on account of membership in 

FOCUS: 
IMMIGRATION

a particular social group. Prior case 
law developed social groups to address 
domestic violence: women from El 
Salvador who are unable to leave a 
relationship4 and the same for women 
of Guatemala.5 Another particular 
social group found to be cognizable 
was immediate family members of a 
persecuted individual.6 
 The grant or denial of asylum 
protection generally takes place 
in the local immigration court 
that is under the auspices of the 
Department of Justice Executive 

U.S. government or the respondent 
may appeal a decision to the Board 
of Immigration Appeals within the 
administrative system. Further review 
can be obtained in a federal circuit 
court. 
 This year, the U.S. Attorney 
General (“AG”) has referred multiple 
cases that would affect immigration 

Pam Bondi has worked to tighten the 

overturning the above-mentioned 
domestic relationship cases and holding 
that the combination of sex and 
nationality as a basis for persecution 
in the home country is overly broad to 
qualify as a particular social group.7 
The same determination was reached 
for immediate family members of a 
persecuted individual.8

 Another reason for denying asylum 
arises from Asylum Cooperative 
Agreements (“ACAs”).9 These 
agreements are between the United 
States and countries that agree to 
receive asylee applicants and afford 
the opportunity to apply for asylum 
in the third country. The ACA 
option is initiated by a Department of 
Homeland Security motion. Applicants 
can only avoid asylum denial based 
upon an ACA by showing they would 
likely be persecuted in the third 
country as well.10

 There are statutory bars for a 
grant of asylum that include failing to 
apply within one year of arrival in the 
U.S. and certain criminal bars.11 In 
those cases, the respondent’s defense 
attorney will seek the alternative 
relief of withholding of removal. A 
grant of withholding requires that 
persecution be proved by more than 
50% likelihood of persecution under 
one or more of the enumerated 

can be granted under the   
Convention Against Torture.12

Statutory asylum bars don’t apply 
to withholding, but if withholding 
is granted, it is not an avenue for 
adjusting status in the future, which 

Immigration Law and Trends in Removal 

Defense

asylum is. A respondent who is 
granted withholding can be removed 
to a country other than the one in 
which the persecution occurred.
 Precedential cases decided in 
2025 have not only restricted asylum 
but also withholding decisions. It was 
held that acquiescence of government 

established standard for withholding, 
is not enough without showing 
actual complicity.13

to speculate that police in the home 
country cannot or will not help a 
person who has suffered violence from 
a private actor. 
 A troubling recent development 
is the trend to pretermit an 
application for asylum without a 
hearing. Immigration judges are 
under tremendous pressure to clear 
the dockets and reduce adjudication 

Immigration Review issued a policy 
memo, in April 2025, encouraging 
its adjudicators to seek pretermission 

14 In 
Matter of C-A-R-R-, decided in 2025, 

asylum application is incomplete.15 
Regulations require that an applicant 
be given 30 days to cure a defect, but 
this rule is not being followed by the 
immigration judges.16 It’s incumbent 
upon the respondent’s defense 
attorney to raise it.
 Another basis for pretermission 
is that the application does not state 
an arguable claim on its face.17 To 
avoid this outcome, the respondent’s 
defense attorney should have a 
detailed asylum application with 
substantive answers to all questions. 
It should be ready for submission at 

the master calendar. The application 
should include as many of the grounds 
of persecution as is reasonable and 
present enough facts to establish 
prima facie eligibility.
 If an application is pretermitted, 
the representative will have to decide 
whether the best strategy will be a 

Motion to Reconsider, which will 
be reviewed by the same judge who 
pretermitted, or an appeal to the BIA 
for a review. Given the pattern of the 
BIA following the Attorney General’s 
lead, that option is not much more 
favorable. 
 Pretermission without a hearing 
raises the constitutional issue of 
violating due process under the Fifth 
Amendment. It denies the respondent 
the right to testify, present evidence, 
develop the record, or cure a defect. 
Some of the applications that are 
being denied will be appealed 
to federal circuit court. The 
respondent’s defense attorney must 
make every objection legally available 
and put as much information into the 
record as possible. The pendulum 
is swinging away from protection 
of immigrant rights, but a concerted 
effort by the defense bar can help to 
bring it back.  

1. 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(42)(A).
2. 8 U.S.C. § 1158(b)(1)(B)(i); see Matter of W-G-R-, 
26 I&N Dec. 208, 223-24 (BIA 2014).
3. Matter of Acosta, 19 I&N Dec. 211, 222 (BIA 
1985).
4. Matter of A-B-, 28 I&N Dec. 307 (A.G. 2021).
5. Matter of A-R-C-G-, 26 I&N Dec. 388 (BIA 2014).
6. Matter of L-E-A-, 28 I&N Dec. 304 (A.G. 2021).
7. Matter of S-S-F-M-, 29 I&N Dec. 207 (A.G. 2025); 
Matter of K-E-S-G-, 29 I&N Dec. 145 (BIA 2025).
8. Matter of R-E-R-M- & J-D-R-M-, 29 I&N Dec. 202 
(A.G. 2025).
9. 8 C.F.R. § 1240.11(h); agreements with individual 

10. Matter of C-I-G-M- & L-V-S-G-, 29 I&N Dec. 291 
(BIA 2025).
11. 8 C.F.R. § 208.1.
12. U.S.C. § 1231(b)(3).
13. Matter of O-A-R-G-, 29 I&N Dec. 30 (BIA 2025).
14. Pretermission Memo April 11, 2025; PM 25-28.
15. Matter of C-A-R-R-, 29 I&N Dec. 13 (BIA 2025).
16. 8 C.F.R § 1208.39(c)(3).
17. Matter of H-A-A-V-, 29 I&N Dec. 233 (BIA 2025).

Linda Goor Nanos

Linda Goor Nanos is a 
senior attorney at Nanos 
Gomez & Vekiarelis in 
Garden City. She has 
practiced immigration 
law since 1981 and is a 
member of the NCBA and 
American Immigration 
Lawyers Association. 
She can be reached at 

lnanos@nanosimmigration.com.

Nassau Lawyer  January 2026  7



Photos by Hector Herrera

8  n  January 2026  n  Nassau Lawyer

	

A Year of Change for Assigned 
Counsel Defender Plan 
Continued from Page 1

Nassau 18B Selects LexisNexis Platform to 
Empower Panel Attorneys with Advanced  
Legal Research Tools

	 Following an extensive vetting process, Nassau 18b has partnered with 
LexisNexis to provide its panel of over 160 attorneys with cutting-edge 
artificial intelligence capabilities through the Lexis+AI Protégé platform. 
This transformative partnership marks a significant advancement in legal 
technology access for indigent defense services in Nassau County and 
represents a commitment to ensuring that the most vulnerable residents receive 
the highest quality legal representation available.
	 Lexis+AI combines the power of Protégé, a personalized AI assistant with 
a vast repository of exclusive LexisNexis legal authority, enabling 18B panel 
attorneys to deliver more effective and efficient legal services. The platform’s 
ability to draft transactional documents, litigation motions, briefs and 
complaints, along with its key component of checking its own work, provides 
attorneys with unprecedented support in their critical mission.
	 The Protégé platform allows users to upload tens of thousands of legal 
documents to the Protégé vault, where the technology can summarize, draft 
and research the documents, and can also create a timeline of events from that 
paperwork. This functionality is particularly valuable for 18B attorneys who 
handle complex cases requiring extensive document review and analysis.
	 “This partnership represents a pivotal moment for indigent defense 
in Nassau County,” said 18b Deputy Administrator Lindsay Boorman. 
“The Lexis+AI Protégé platform will significantly enhance our attorneys’ 
ability to provide comprehensive legal research and document preparation, 
ensuring that economic circumstances never compromise the quality of legal 
representation in our community. This is also a great example of how the 
NCBA corporate partnership with LexisNexis is a beneficial partnership for 
each other.”
	 The NCBA extends special recognition to LexisNexis Corporate Partner 
Representative Raj Wakhale and his State & Local Govt Team whose 
comprehensive presentations and continuing legal education sessions were 
instrumental in demonstrating the platform’s capabilities and benefits. 
Boorman added, “Raj’s expertise and dedication helped 18b confidently move 
forward with a solution that addresses the complex intersection of technology, 
access to law, and content management that our defense attorneys require.” 
Contact Raj at raj.wakhale@lexisnexis.com or 631-827-9661 with any 
questions on how AI can help your firm.

all the NCBA resources, including the full 
catalog of CLE programs offered by the 
Nassau Academy of  Law.
	 In 2025, 18b hired a full-time Spanish 
English paralegal, secured a grant to build 
a moot courtroom on the ground floor of 
Domus, and, most recently, funded Lexis 
accounts for every member of the criminal 
panel.
	 Recently, Nigro and Boorman were 
asked to present to the NYS Office of 
Indigent Legal Services (ILS) Board 
of Directors—including Chief Judge 
Rowan D. Wilson and Presiding Justice 
Dianne Renwick of the Appellate Division, First Department—on the victories and 
challenges faced by public defense leaders in New York State. Boorman shared the 
stories of four defendants whose lives have been touched, in ways both large and 
small, by the changes made at Nassau 18b.
	 Longterm goals for 18b include increasing funding for family law services; 
creating a pipeline of funding to directly pay investigators for every criminal panel 
member without the need for them to procure a court order for such services; and 
expanding membership on the family court panel.
	 As 18b looks towards the future, it does so firmly grounded in the legacy 
left by Bob Nigro. His retirement marks a transition built on years of thoughtful 
leadership, institutional growth, and unwavering commitment to the principles of 
public defense. Under new leadership, those values will not only be preserved, but 
expanded upon, ensuring that 18b remains steadfast in its mission to provide high 
quality, compassionate representation to the clients and communities it serves.
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Aneth Caicedo

Aneth Caicedo is an 
Associate Attorney at the 
Law Office of Eric Horn, P.C. 
She represents individuals 
before EOIR and USCIS, 
focusing on asylum, removal 
defense, and humanitarian 
relief. She can be contacted 

at anethvcaicedo@outlook.com.
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Rudy Carmenaty

!is article is dedicated to Ms. Victoria 
Monaco, Hofstra Law School Class of 2026.
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Rudy Carmenaty is  
Deputy Commissioner 
of the Nassau County 
Department of 
Social Services. 
He can be reached at 
Rudolph.Carmenaty@
hhsnassaucountyny.us.  
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Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia at 79
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Scalia say outlawing 

“homosexual sodomy” is a no-brainer, Salon

The Constitution has the 
Same meaning it had When Written

Thompson v Oklahoma
Justice Scalia: Constitution is “dead”

Scalia says to focus on the Original 
meaning of the Constitution, University Record 
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Supreme Court nominee Kavanaugh 
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How 
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P R O G R A M S  C A L E N DA R

These programs are appropriate for newly admitted and 
experienced attorneys. 

aid and scholarships for New York attorneys in need 
of assistance. For more information, email academy@

program.

JANUARY 31 AND 
FEBRUARY 1, 2026

SNOW DATES: FEBRUARY 7 AND 8, 2026 

Earn up to 16 CLE Credits in a variety of 
categories including Ethics, Areas of Professional 
Practice, and Skills.

Sign up for the full weekend, a day, or individual 
programs! Breakfast, lunch, and written materials 
will be provided each day to attendees.

Bridge-the-Gap Chair Matthew  V. Spero,
Nassau Academy of Law Associate Dean, 
Rivkin Radler LLP

NEWLY ADMITTED AND  
EXPERIENCED  ATTORNEYS

FREE FOR NCBA MEMBERS

IN PERSON ONLYREGISTER ONLINE TODAY 

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY
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substituted by copies of the Uniformed 
Code of Military Justice and the 
Geneva Convention of 1929. I never 
imagined how important the Geneva 
Convention would be to my new 
assignment.
 	 I reported to Fort Bragg to serve 
as the Staff Judge Advocate for the 
354th Civil Affairs Brigade. Ten days 
later I was on a giant C-5A transport 
aircraft bound for the eastern coast 
of Saudi Arabia, where my unit was 
to act as support and liaison between 
American forces and the local Saudi 
Arabian government entities. My 
assignment was challenging and 
enjoyable as I had daily contact 
with diplomats, judges and public 
officials in Riyadh and other major 
cities along the Persian Gulf. This 
assignment, however, was not without 
danger.
	 On a daily basis, Iraq launched 
Scud missiles toward the area where 
I was serving. We were always given 
a ten-minute verbal warning through 
our PA system of a possible attack 
when our satellites registered the 
telemetry preparation for a Scud 
launch. When the air raid sirens 
sounded, they indicated that the 

		  he following is an account of 
		  how the power of the law, 
		  conformity to legal standards, 
and a lawyer’s personal conviction 
concerning the requirements of due 
process literally saved many lives. This 
litany is not intended to elicit praise, 
but rather to encourage all lawyers to 
always do what is legally and ethically 
correct in their practice.
	 Shortly after Christmas in 1990, 
I was sitting in my chambers when I 
received an unexpected call from a 
representative of the Department of 
the Army. He informed me that as an 
Army reservist I was being called to 
active duty as a Lieutenant Colonel in 
support of Operation Desert Shield. 
My copies of the CPLR and Penal 
Law were quickly put aside and 

Mass Murders—These Dead Cry Out for 
Justice and No One Seems to Be Listening

FOCUS:
Military

Hon. Edward W. McCarty III, Ret.

missiles were launched and coming to 
our area with missile impact expected 
within the next five minutes.
	 Since the Scuds were a fire-and-
forget missile system, we knew that 
their impact target trajectory was 
a five-mile-by-five-mile area. The 
probability of being killed or injured 
by such an attack was small. Yet it 
also boosted morale to watch our 
Patriot anti-missile units successfully 
engage the Scuds. Unfortunately, 
early one evening a Scud penetrated 
our defense system and detonated 
in a barracks a half-mile from my 
quarters. The explosion killed 27 
soldiers and deafened the other 100 
soldiers who survived the blast. This 
did not instill fear in our troops but 
only heightened our determination 
to accomplish our mission to liberate 
Kuwait.
	 Operation Desert Shield was 
a defensive action to prohibit any 
further Iraqi aggression into the 
Persian Gulf region. However, it 
soon became Operation Desert 
Storm. Operation Desert Storm was 
an offensive action whose objective 
was to liberate Kuwait by forcibly 
expelling Iraqi forces from its borders. 
As preparations for offensive actions 
against Iraq gained momentum, I was 
detailed from the 354th Civil Affairs 
Brigade to a special Army unit known 
as the Kuwaiti Task Force (“KTF”). 
The KTF was a group of fifty Army 
reserve officers highly experienced in 
governmental affairs. Its mission was 
to assist in the restoration of essential 
government services to Kuwait upon 
the liberation of Kuwait City. My 
assignment was to lead a team of two 
other JAG officers to assist in the 
reestablishment of the Kuwait City 
court system.
	 In preparing for our mission to 
Kuwait we first had to learn about 
the pre-war structure and everyday 
affairs in Kuwait City. We learned 
that the population of Kuwait and 
Kuwait City and their three-tiered 
society. The top tier was made up 
of those Kuwaiti nationals who 
greatly benefited from employment 
with petroleum corporations in 
their oil-rich economy. They were 
supported by a middle tier of 
international workers employed in 
such essential positions as teachers, 
judges, court personnel, physicians, 
nurses, and senior governmental 
affairs functionaries. This highly 
administrative personnel tier was 
largely composed of Palestinians who 
came to Kuwait from Palestine in the 
late 1940s. The remaining third tier 
of Kuwaiti society was composed of 

service support personnel known as 
Third Country Nationals (“TCNs”). 
They were mostly oil field workers 
and urban support service providers 
in Kuwait City. These temporary 
workers were mainly from India, 
Bangladesh, and the Philippines.
	 Each tier of Kuwaiti society 
enjoyed unusual affluence, and 
poverty was not present in Kuwait’s 
oil rich economy. Upon the invasion 
of Kuwait, most of those in the top 
tier of Kuwaiti society fled to Saudi 
Arabia, while the remaining two-
thirds of the population remained 
to provide support services to their 
remaining countrymen and Iraqi 
conquerors. This collaboration 
between the remaining Kuwaitis 
and their Iraqi occupiers would 
present significant problems upon the 
liberation of Kuwait and the return of 
the top tier of Kuwaiti society. These 
problems had not been anticipated by 
the KTF.
	 The tactical execution of the 
Desert Storm ground offensive 
resulted in a lethal and quick success 
for coalition combat forces. Upon 
the liberation of Kuwait City, the 
KTF was immediately deployed to 
the capital, where we experienced 
the joy of liberating an oppressed 
city. We spent our first night in the 
city sleeping with loaded weapons in 
our vehicles in the parking lot of the 
American embassy. The next day we 
began our mission of restoring the 
operation of the Kuwait City courts. I 
was shocked to see the general design 
of the Kuwait courthouse. It was an 
exact copy of the Nassau County 
Supreme Courthouse in Mineola. 
Upon entering the looted building, 
we quickly retreated when we found 
explosive devices left behind by the 
Iraqi forces. We would have to wait 
several days to reenter the building 
until it was cleared by U.S. Army 
ordnance personnel. This gave our 
team a chance to explore the area.
	 While observing the damage 
to the famous Kuwait Towers, 
an incident occurred which 
foreshadowed future events. A 
50-year-old man walking with his 
25-year-old son on the Kuwait City 
promenade approached me and 
literally begged my group to provide 
protection for his son. He told us that 
during the Iraqi occupation his son 
had continued to work in the Kuwait 
City government for the Iraqis. He 
and his son were extremely fearful 
of Kuwaiti retaliation. We told them 
that reprisals were not expected and 
sent them on their way. I was to learn 
that our assumption was misplaced, 
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Kuwaitis Urged to Halt Attacks on 
Palestinians
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 their treatment of 

it was apparent that our phase of 

Judge Edward W. 
McCarty III, Ret. is a 
former Nassau County 
Assistant District 
Attorney; District, 
Supreme and Surrogate 
Court Judge; Colonel-
Judge Advocate 

General Corps, U.S. Army Reserves; Adjunct 
Professor of Law, St John’s and Hofstra 
Law Schools; and current NAM Arbitrator 
and Mediator. He can be reached at 
emccarty54@gmail.com.
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Lisa Giunta-Popeil 
is Senior Counsel at 
Weiss Zarett Brofman 
Sonnenklar & Levy, 
PC, New Hyde Park, 
where she practices 
commercial litigation. 
She also serves 
as Vice-Chair of 

the NCBA Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Committee. She can be reached at lpopeil@
weisszarett.com.
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We Acknowledge, with 
Thanks, Contributions to 
the WE CARE Fund

We Acknowledge, with Thanks, 
Contributions to the WE CARE Fund

DONOR IN MEMORY OF
 

 

  John Terrana 

 

 

DONOR IN HONOR OF
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New Members
Bukola Asekun Adeoya Esq.
Melissa Grace Andrieux Esq.
Anthony Baronci Esq.
Saadya T. Bendelstein Esq.
Stephen Borell Esq.
Nicholas Frederick Bekker Esq.
John Paul Benitez Esq.
Michael Dallal Esq.
James Michael Darby Esq.

 WE CARE Fund Thanksgiving Luncheon

On Thanksgiving Day, the WE CARE Fund—the charitable arm of  the NCBA—hosted a luncheon for 

gratitude as volunteer attorneys, judges, Bar and catering staff, and community members came together to 
serve meals. The day before, WE CARE distributed 200 boxed dinners to Nassau County families in need to 
brighten their holiday.

Photos by Hector Herrera

Michael Adam Faleck Esq.
Gabriella Gaudio, Legal Administrator
Hon. Carolyn Mazzu Genovesi 
Matthew Robert Grosso Esq.
Suzanne Hom Esq.
Alyssa Meryl Katz Esq.
Emily Manning Esq.
Tania Veronica Parker Esq.
Ralph Jules Reissman Esq.
Maria Leegaard Rydder Esq.
Zan A. Sheikh Esq.

Ruben Stepanian Esq.
Diana Patricia Szabo Esq.
Menachem Mendel White Esq.
Fausto E. Zapata, Jr. Esq.
Jessica Zelenka Esq.

LAW STUDENTS
Camryn P. Bonetti
Molly Brooks 
Anika Choudhury 
Justina Marie Grosso 
Mohammad Salman Iqbal

Patricia Beverly Linquist 
Eric James Mazza
Ioannis V. Rigos 
Jason Eric Schwartz 
Joshua Seltzer 
Dr. Derek Skuzenski 
Nicole Tang
Matthew Tringali 
Jacob B. Vaiselberg 
Mariah  Williams 
Dana Woolfson
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On Thursday, December 11, 2025, the NCBA hosted its annual Holiday Party featuring seasonal cheer, 
festive food and drinks, and live music by NCBA Member Robert C. Mangi. During the celebration, log 
carriers Natasha Dasani, Emma Grieco, and Ingrid Villagran were honored for their contributions to the Bar 
Association. The highlight of the evening was a special performance by Hon. Maxine Broderick, who delighted 
guests with her Wizard of Oz-themed rendition of the Tale of Wassail. The supporting cast included NCBA 
Past Presidents Elena Karabatos, Susan Katz Richman, Dorian R. Glover, Peter Levy, Steven G. Leventhal, 
and Gregory S. Lisi; narrator Chris DelliCarpini; and “director” Hon. Linda K. Mejias-Glover who assisted 
President-Elect Broderick with her lively and entertaining performance.

NCBA Holiday Party

Photos by Hector Herrera
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CALENDAR   |  COMMITTEE MEETINGS
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Access to Justice Samuel J. Ferrara and Rezwanul Islam
Alternative Dispute Resolution Christopher J. McDonald
Animal Law Harold M. Somer and Michele R. Olsen
Appellate Practice Tammy Feman and Andrea M. DiGregorio
Asian American Attorney Section Jennifer L. Koo and Michael Kwon
Association Membership Adina L. Phillips and Ira S. Slavit
Awards Daniel W. Russo
Bankruptcy Law Scott R. Schneider
Business Law Tax and Accounting Raymond J. Averna
By-Laws Ira S. Slavit
Civil Rights Patricia M. Pastor
Commercial Litigation Danielle J. Marlow and Michael H. Masri
Committee Board Liaison Hon. Maxine S. Broderick 
Community Relations & Public  Ingrid J. Villagran and Melissa A. Danowski 
   Education
Conciliation Karl C. Seman
Condemnation Law & Tax  Robert L. Renda 
   Certiorari
Construction Law Adam L. Browser and Robert J. Fryman

Cyber Law Nicole E. Osborne
Defendant’s Personal Injury Brian Gibbons
District Court Matthew K. Tannenbaum
Diversity & Inclusion Hon. Maxine S. Broderick and 
     Hon. Linda K. Mejias-Glover
Education Law Liza K. Blaszcyk and Douglas E. Libby 
Elder Law, Social Services &  Christina Lamm and Dana Walsh Sivak
   Health Advocacy
Environmental Law John L. Parker
Ethics Thomas J. Foley
Family Court Law, Procedure  Tanya Mir
   and Adoption
Federal Courts Michael Amato
General, Solo & Small Law  Jerome A. Scharoff
   Practice Management
Grievance Robert S. Grossman and Omid Zareh
Government Relations Michael H. Sahn and Brent G. Weitzberg
Hospital & Health Law Kevin P. Mulry
House (Domus) Christopher J. Clarke 
Immigration Law   Sylvia Livits-Ayass
In-House Counsel
Insurance Law Michael D. Brown
Intellectual Property Elizabeth S. Sy
Judicial Section Hon. Linda K. Mejias-Glover and  
     Hon. Ellen B. Tobin
Judiciary Marc C. Gann
Labor & Employment Law Lisa M. Casa
Law Student Bridget Ryan and Emma Henry
Lawyer Referral Peter H. Levy
Lawyer Assistance Program Daniel Strecker
Legal Administrators
LGBTQ Jess A. Bunshaft  
Matrimonial Law Joseph A. DeMarco
Medical Legal Nicole M. LaGrega
Mental Health Law Jamie A. Rosen
Municipal Law and Land Use Elisabetta T. Coschignano and 
     Anthony C. Curcio
New Lawyers Andrew B. Bandini
Nominating Sanford Strenger
Paralegal
Plaintiff’s Personal Injury Steve Z. Gokberk
Publications Cynthia A. Augello
Real Property Law Suzanne Player
Senior Attorneys Peter J. Mancuso
Sports, Entertainment & Media Law Lauren Bernstein
Supreme Court Clifford S. Robert
Surrogate’s Court Estates & Trusts Maria L. Johnson and Cheryl L. Katz
Veterans & Military Gary Port
Women In the Law Rebecca Sassouni and Melissa Holtzer-Jonas
Workers’ Compensation Craig J. Tortora

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6
Publications
12:45 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7
Real Property Law
12:30 p.m.

Law Student
5:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8
Alternative Dispute Resolution
12:30 p.m. 
Marilyn K. Genoa will speak about 
Collaborative Law. There will also 
be a brief discussion on the recently 
issued ABA Formal Opinion 518.

Community Relations & Public 
Education
12:45 p.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 12
Asian American Attorney 
Section 
5:30 p.m.

D. Jenny Kim and Megan Rha will 
discuss their journeys, challenges, 
and lessons learned along the way 
as they went from Nassau County 
ADAs to st

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
Labor & Employment Law
12:30 p.m.
Karen Fernbach will present 
 “NLRB Update.”

Matrimonial Law 
5:30 p.m.
Vincent F. Stempel and 
representatives from Brisbane 
Consulting Group, LLC, HFM 
Valuation, KLG Business Valuators 
& Forensic Accountants, and Legacy 
Valuation & Forensics will present 
“Following the Money: Tracing 
and Proving Separate Property in 
Divorce.”

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
Plaintiff’s Personal Injury
12:30 p.m.

Judicial Section
12:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 20
Women in the Law
12:30 p.m.

Diversity & Inclusion 
6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
Association Membership
12:30 p.m.

Business Law, Tax, & 
Accounting
1230 p.m.

Elder Law, Social Services & 
Health Advocacy
12:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
Law Day
12:30 p.m.

Sports, Entertainment &  
Media Law
12:30 p.m. 
Rudy Carmenaty will present 
“The Day the Music Died, John 
Lennon.”

Commercial Litigation 
12:30 p.m.

MONDAY, JANUARY 26
Family Court Law, Procedure & 
Adoption
12:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27
Surrogate’s Court Estates & 
Trusts 
12:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28
Education Law
12:30 p.m.

District Court
12:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Real Property Law
12:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Publications
12:45 p.m.

Community Relations & Public 
Education
12:45 p.m.
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NCBA 2025-2026 Corporate Partners

Nassau County Bar Association Corporate Partners are committed to providing 
members with the professional products and services they need to succeed. 
Contact the Corporate Partner representatives directly for personalized service.

Contact epost@nassaubar.org 
for details about becoming 

a Corporate Partner.

Partner

Managed service provider 
and full service IT company

IT Group New York partners 
with its clients to ensure they’re 
getting the most out of their 
technology. IT Group New York 
goes beyond just scheduled 
maintenance and emergency 
repairs and offers a full analysis 
of your tech environment. 
From hardware options to your 
online presence, IT Group New 
York ensures your company 

making money.

Partner



LAWYER TO LAWYER
CONSTRUCTION LAW

LAWYER REFERRALSAPPELLATE COUNSEL

PERSONAL INJURY

IRA S. SLAVIT, ESQ.
Past-Chair of NCBA Plaintiff’s Personal

Injury Committee

350 Willis Avenue Mineola, NY 11501
516.294.8282

60 E. 42nd St., Suite 2101 New York, NY 10165
212.687.2777

Fee division in accordance with Rule 1.5(g) of the
Rules of Professional Conduct

islavit@newyorkinjuries.com

Nassau Office
626 RexCorp Plaza 
(6th Floor West Tower)
Uniondale, NY 11556
TEL.: (516) 462-7051
FAX: (888) 475-5162

Suffolk Office
68 South Service Road
(Suite 100)
Melville, NY 11747
TEL.: (631) 608-1346
FAX: (888) 475-5162

John Caravella, Esq.
EMAIL: JOHN@LICONSTRUCTIONLAW.COM

WEBSITE: WWW.LICONSTRUCTIONLAW.COM

A CONSTRUCTION LITIGATION AND ARBITRATION FIRM

Member FL and NY Bars; Assoc. AIA

Former Member of Prominent Manhattan Firm

Available for Appeals, Motions and Trial Briefs

Experienced in Developing Litigation Strategies

Benefit From a Reliable and
Knowledgeable Appellate Specialist

Law Office of Neil R. Finkston

8 Bond Street Suite 401 Great Neck, NY 11021

(516) 441-5230

LEGAL WRITING

JONATHAN C. MESSINA, ESQ.
Attorney and Counselor at Law

Do �you �need �assistance �with �your �legal �writing �projects?
Available �for �New �York �motions, �briefs, �pleadings, �
and �other �legal �research �and �writing �endeavors. �

Reasonable �rates.
Call �for �a �free �initial �discussion. �

68 �Summer �Lane �
Hicksville, �New �York �11801

JOIN THE LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE
INFORMATION PANEL

The Nassau County Bar Association Lawyer Referral Information Service (LRIS) is an
effective means of introducing people with legal problems to attorneys experienced in the

area of law in which they need assistance. In addition, potential new clients are
introduced to members of the Service Panel. Membership on the Panel is open exclusively

as a benefit to active members of the Nassau County Bar Association.

(516) 747-4070
info@nassaubar.org 
www.nassaubar.org

NCBA MEMBER BENEFIT

MARSHAL/CITY OF NEW YORK 

 

 

 

Charles Kemp 
Marshal #20 
City of New York 

254-­10 Northern Blvd 
Little Neck, NY 11362 
www.nycmarshal.com 

 
Judgment Enforcement 

Landlord Tenant 
Asset Seizures 

T: 718.224.3434 
F: 718.224.3912 

Contact 

NassauLawyer@nassaubar.org

for details about 

Business Card ads.


