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MEMORANDUM
TO

Suffolk County Legal Community

FROM:

Hon. Andrew A. Crecca, District Administrative Judge

DATE:

April 23,202L

RE:

Judicial District, Modifications to Operating Procedures
contained within the Memorandum of February 18, 2O2I
( Effective Apri | 26, 2O2Ll
10th

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, our courts have remained open although there have been periods
of time that have required modifications to court operations based upon virus metrics. Recently, the
metrics (as well as the increasing number of vaccinated New Yorkers) have once again indicated an
opportunity to gradually increase in-person proceedings in the courthouses. While the "norm" remains
a presumptively virtual appearance, in-person proceedings are permitted where access to justice and
court operations require an in-person proceeding. Contained herein are the modifications to the Suffolk
County Court Operating Protocols from the February L8,202L memorandum. These modifications will
take effective on Monday, April 26,2021. The protocols set forth in the February 18, 2021 memo
remain in effect, except as follows:
o

Judges shall be permitted to conduct in-person proceedings 3 days per week (previous
protocol was only 2 days per week) subject to adequate staffing and administrative

approval.
o

o

Occupancy of courtrooms shall increase from the lesser of 20 people or %the posted
room occupancy to the lesser of 30 people or%the posted room occupancy.
Courtroom occupancy for jury trials or Grand Jury proceedings shall increase from the
lesser of 30 people or %the posted room occupancy to 40 people or % the room
occupancy.

Effective April26,202L
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o

o

o

o

Effective

Courthouse staff reporting to the courthouses shall be increased from a maximum of
flO%oto a maximum of 8O%. On May 24,2O2L,100% of allcourt employees shall report
to work in their assigned courthouses.
ln criminal matters, incarcerated defendants will continue to be produced in court for
criminal trials and criminal evidentiary hearings. For all other criminal matters, a
remote/virtual appearance of an in-custody defendant is preferred, however, a judge
presiding over a criminal case may direct the production of an incarcerated defendant in
his/her discretion if it is determined necessary and provided that the correctional facility
can accommodate such request.
Judicial discretion to hear matters in-person pursuant to Section ll(B) of the February 18,
2021 memorandum remains the same and will additionally include "Family Court
evidentiary hearings" and all "Treatment Court and Judicial Diversion" court
appearances.
With regard to civiljury trials, priority will be given to trials where the parties consent to
a Summary Jury Trial.
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