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COVID-19 FOURTH DEPARTMENT
EXPANDS OPERATIONS AS A VIRTUAL
COURT

 In light of the ongoing public health emergency in New York State, the
Governor’s Executive Orders relative to “New York State on PAUSE,” and the
expansion of the court system’s “virtual court” system beyond the limited
categories of essential and emergency matters, as of April 13, 2020 the
Appellate Division, Fourth Department, like other courts throughout New York
State, has begun to operate as a “virtual court” and is expanding the
operations of the Court and its ancillary agencies.  Although there may be
slight delays in providing certain Court services because almost all Court staff
are working remotely, the Court is resuming the calendaring of appeals and
motions and the admission of successful candidates to the bar. 

Appeals and Motions

All matters previously scheduled for the May 2020 term were adjourned and are now
re-calendared for a June 2020 term scheduled for June 22 to July 2, 2020.  Parties are
encouraged to consider submitting matters for the Court’s consideration without
requesting oral argument.  Any oral argument in the June 2020 term will be conducted
via videoconference or teleconference, and will be streamed on the Court’s website. 
Parties who have requested oral argument for matters calendared in the June 2020
term will receive instruction on the specific rules for remote oral argument and the
technology required for participation.

The Court has rescinded its March 17, 2020 order suspending most deadlines for
perfection and filing, and has set forth new deadlines for perfection and filing.  The April
17, 2020 order and schedule establishing the new deadlines is found here
(https://ad4.nycourts.gov/press/Notices/5e9a219b33fc538828087b9e/Order%20Lifting%20Suspension%20of%20Deadlines.pdf )

The Court will announce plans for future terms as soon as possible. 

After exploring issues of public and staff safety, considering the advice of public health
officials, and weighing relevant mitigation steps with respect to the novel coronavirus
and its transmission, filing of hard copy records, appendices, briefs and motions is once
again permitted as directed or required by order, rule, or statute.  For any briefs filed
hereafter in conjunction with matters calendared for the June 2020 term or any prior
term of the Court, the hard copy filing requirement in 22 NYCRR 1250.9 (c) and (d) has
been waived, although proof of service of a digital copy of the brief on each other party
to the appeal is required. 

In matters subject to mandatory e-filing, all filings (appeals, motions, and applications)
must be made via NYSCEF in accordance with the procedural and electronic rules of the
Court.

In matters subject to voluntary or consensual e-filing, parties are encouraged to make
all filings via NYSCEF in accordance with the procedural and electronic rules of the
Court.

For matters not subject to e-filing, parties must comply with the digital copy filing
requirements for records and briefs in 22 NYCRR 1250.9, except as noted above.  
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Parties are encouraged to file documents in digital format to the extent practicable.  

Admissions

As outlined in the April 7, 2020 Joint Statement of the Presiding Justices
(https://ad4.nycourts.gov/press/notices/5e8e4d85acb12b54fc4830c3), the Court is once
again actively processing attorney admission applications, and candidates for admission
will be interviewed virtually to the extent deemed necessary by the Committees on
Character and Fitness.  The Court will hold two virtual admission ceremonies for
successful candidates for admission to the bar on June 15, 2020.  Candidates to be
admitted on that date will be notified as soon as possible of the time of their virtual
ceremony and the technology required for participation.  More information concerning
these admission ceremonies will also be posted on the Court’s website in coming weeks.

For additional information, please contact the Clerk's office at 585-530-3100,
or visit the Court’s website at ad4.nycourts.gov (https://ad4.nycourts.gov/). 
The Court appreciates your patience in this difficult time. 
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ABOUT THE COURT
The Supreme Court of the Appellate Division, Fourth Judicial Department hears appeals from the state's trial
courts located in the 22 Central and Western New York counties assigned to the Fifth, Seventh, and Eighth
Judicial Districts. More » (http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/ad4/court/overview.html)
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M. Dolores Denman Courthouse
Dedicated on January 22, 1999, the courthouse is located in the East End community in downtown Rochester,
New York. More » (http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/ad4/Chouse/history.html)

Working Here

CALENDAR

GET NEWS ALERTS
Follow the Court on Twitter @NYAPPDIV4 (https://twitter.com/NYAppDiv4) for timely alerts on decisions,
arguments and other news.
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